
Dear St. Peter’s Families,  

I hope you’ve all had a lovely week this week.  This 
week, I would like to remind all parents about how our Acceler-
ated Reading programme works.  We have lots of information on 
our website; it’s a great place to start if you would like to find 
out more.   

 At the start of the year, children sit a test which 
gives them a ‘book level’ at which they should read.  This book level is a rule of thumb; its not critical that they 

stay at that level but it’s a strong indicator to help children select books to 
read.  When a child has read a book, they take a quiz about the book.  If they 
get 100% questions right, they move up the book level.  If they get 80-90%, we 
recommend they stay on that level and if they get less than 80%, they move 
back to a lower level.    
 Sometimes, parents worry about their child ‘going back’ because they 
see going back to the book point below is negative progress.  I reassure par-
ents that children can’t get less good at reading, but if children are not under-
standing what they are reading or are not able to recall details, they may need 
an easier text or more practice at the same level.  Also, for younger children 
particularly, it may be useful to read the shorter books twice so that they have 
really practiced it before moving on.  It is 
good that children go up and down the 
book levels and I ask parents to discuss the 
idea of being resilient to this fluctuation 

with their children.   
  We must always remember that we want the children to love 

reading; they need to enjoy the books they read and they need to be con-
fident to choose new books that suit them.  That is the focus, not acceler-
ating through book levels.  AR is underpinned by the idea that children 
always have choice and control over what they read.   Any questions, just 
ask! 

Have a lovely weekend!  Mrs. Sharman 
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Stars of the week 

David, for persevering 
with improving his 

handwriting 

Alice, for great focus 
and hard work 

Erika, for always trying 
her best 

Gabena, for always 
doing her best 



This week we have been learning... 
Class 1  have had a busy week! On Tuesday, Miss Key very kindly 

allowed us to look after the chicks. The children took turns 
holding them gently and delighted in observing them as they hopped, flapped 
and chirped! The experience inspired lots of super independent writing and as a 
class we created ‘rules’ for handling chicks. The children have also enjoyed the 
story of the Little Red Hen this week and followed a recipe to bake delicious 
bread rolls.  

Class 2  have been working so hard this week! In English we have 
been looking at a range of Kennings Poems, identifying 

nouns and verbs. We have then been writing our own Kennings poem about our 
partner. They have all written beautiful poems, I am really impressed! In Maths 
we have been using resources and number lines to add and subtract, Class 2 
have shown great perseverance with this tricky task and have all succeeded! In 
RE we have retold the story of Abraham and Isaac using our plans from last week. In PE we have carried on with our agili-
ty. In ICT we have been learning about being safe online. Finally, in Art we have been creating our own Elmer's using a 
range of techniques and resources. 

Class 3  have had a very busy week! We have enjoyed some wonderful learning for our topic 'On Safari' and 
our Science topic 'Animals including humans'. We started the week with some cooking. Children 

worked in a group to cook a batch of 'Healthy South African Crunchies'.. although, they didn't taste as 'crunchy' as we 
hoped, the children still enjoyed the experience! We ate them for our snack on our safari trip when we went on Tues-
day. On Tuesday we had a fantastic trip to West Midlands Safari Park. The children had such a great time learning about 
different animals, getting close to some smaller animals and then being 'On Safari' on our coach to see the bigger ani-
mals. We achieved our goal of spotting a white lion and we actually saw 10, including a male! The children have written 
some fantastic recounts from their trip. For our Science this week, we have had an exciting investigation. Our question 
was 'What do owls eat?' and we answered this by dissecting 3 owl pellets! The children found it fascinating to find all the 
different bones, including skulls and then they matched them to the correct animal. During Maths we have been working 
on the written method for subtraction which the children have worked very hard at- I am proud! We will be coming to 
the end of our Addition and Subtraction unit at the end of next week. 

Class 4  have worked so hard this week. In English, we have done some character analysis about the war-
den from our class novel Holes. We looked at how the author uses dialogue to convey her character 

and analysed the effect of this on the reader. In Maths, we have been working 
hard on division. Year 6 have shown real perseverance with long division and we 
even used a rap to help us to remember the steps. Year 5 learnt how to give 
remainders as fractions and decimals as well as rounding their remainder up or 
down depending on the context of the problem. In Music we started transcrib-
ing some simple music to play on the recorder using the notes we have learnt so 
far. In RE, we read extracts from the Bible and discussed and reflected on the 
costs of discipleship. In Science, we have redrafted our non-chronological re-
ports about yellow-spotted salamanders, with a focus on organisational devices 
and presentation. Today, we also said a sad goodbye to our 9 chicks! We have 
LOVED having them over the last two weeks and it has been so wonderful to see 
the children grow in confidence when handling them; we will really miss them! 
Finally, in PE we have continued building on the skills needed for indoor ath-
letics in preparation for the competition in the first week back. 
 

Prayer for the weekend 
 

O Lord, good Father, who in your providence 
have entrusted the earth to the human race, 

grant, we pray, that with the fruits harvested from it 
we may be able to sustain life 

and, with your help, always use them 


